
Sample of Text and Reflection Activity 

Values and beliefs hold a community together.  How is this possible, since values and beliefs can’t be felt 

nor seen – or can they? This is the question I am exploring in this research. Firstly, I will discuss what is 

meant by ‘community’. I will then explain what is meant by ‘values and beliefs’. Finally, I will give an 

example of a community that exhibits strong, shared values and beliefs amongst its members. 

A community is when more than one person shares a place, activity or thing; usually the place where 

they live.  Communities can be permanent, like a family or country, or long-term, like a class group that 

stay together for a year. Communities can have man-made or natural features, either living or nonliving. 

They can be in a rural area, where houses are far apart or suburban, where houses are closer together 

or they can be urban, where people live in apartments built one on top of the other. Together they are a 

community. 

People create communities because they have common values and beliefs. Values and beliefs are ideas 

and ways of living that are important to the individual members as well as the community as a whole. 

These ways of living and ideas influence behaviour and attitudes of the community members. If people 

are going to live harmoniously together and share their ideas, knowledge and feelings freely, then 

communities must decide what is important to all its members. 

A school in Singapore, Hong Wen School, is a notable example of this. The leader and principal of the 

school talks about how his students work together to ensure their common values and beliefs are 

strong. They are so strong they even share them with their wider community, bringing happiness not 

only to themselves but to others also. 

Communities come in all shapes and sizes. They have features that are common to them all, and 

features that are different. However, one feature is common to all communities. That is, members of a 

community must be clear about what values and beliefs they uphold. This influences how they treat 

each other. And it is this treatment of each other that can be felt and seen. 

Reflection Activity 

Take out the ‘Putting it Together’ Text Task from the previous lesson, your ‘Write On It’ (page 1), your 

OREO strategy and your ‘Hook Line and Sinker’ strategy. In your class group, discuss:  

1. Does the above text meet the task expectations? 

2. Study each paragraph and decide whether it follows the ‘Hook Line and 

Sinker’ paragraph structure.  Use coloured markers to highlight the 

different parts of the paragraph. 

3. What do you believe is the ‘super-text’ of this text? 

4. Is there an opinion expressed in the final paragraph (conclusion)? Does 

it follow the OREO structure? 

5. What content did you include in your paragraphs that are not included 

in this text? 

6. Review your own writing. Discuss what you are really happy about and 

what you will do different next time. 
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